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November 2022 Records Report 

    1. November 2022 started off unseasonably warm. Elev-
en out of the first fifteen days of the month had highs 
above 60°F. The first week of the month saw two records 
highs set: 77° on the 5th and 72° on the 6th. The night of 
the 5th had the warmest November nightly low ever, 
where temperatures only dipped down to 62°. Even 
though the second half of the month was contrastingly 
colder, temperatures averaged 43.3°, finishing out at 1.9° 
above the long-term average. The remnants of Hurricane 
Nicole brought anywhere between 1-3ʺ of rain to the re-
gion the weekend of Veterans’ Day with the Rochester 
airport measuring 1.69ʺ. A record warm Lake Erie coupled 
with the right wind direction and air temperature pro-
duced a historic snowstorm that buried the suburbs south 
of Buffalo in as many as 88ʺ of snow. Rochester only rec-
orded 3.8ʺ of snowfall during the event on the 16th-20th. In 
total, the airport recorded 4.5ʺ of snowfall for the month, 
about 3.6ʺ below normal. A major windstorm ended the 
month with peak gusts of 51mph.  

    2. As with most Novembers, each one is different. This 
November had differences to last and next will be different 
from this. Waterfowl diversity was good this year, with 
peak days covered diligently by those at the Hamlin Beach 
SP lakewatch. Less half-hardies and lingering warblers 
seemed to be around this year continuing the trend from 
last year, but lack of snowfall to concentrate and bountiful 
food supplies should be considered for an explanation. 
Things will be found in December. Winter finches contin-
ued to dominate the rare bird alerts with lakeshore 
hotspots hosting the first Pine Grosbeaks and Bohemian 
Waxwings of the season. The eBird download came out to 
around 24,500 lines, representing a 19.1% increase from 
2021. Surely a factor of the nice weather in the first half of 
the month and scores of birders scrambling to see the win-
ter specialties.  

    3.  Observers noted strong movements of waterfowl 
along the lake at places like Hamlin Beach SP, Braddock 
Bay, and Sodus Bay. Two regulars at the Hamlin Beach SP 
lakewatch reported a Ross’s Goose in flight with a few 
Snow Geese on the 7th. Michelle Gianvecchio and Andy 
Guthrie reported a maximum of 37 Cackling Geese from 
Hamlin Beach SP on the 6th. Greater White-fronted Goose 
was missed. Good numbers of Tundra Swan, around 100, 
came in from both Braddock Bay and the northern end of 
Conesus Lake, two historical spots for such totals in No-
vember. Among the ducks, November 8th stood out as a 
good movement day for scoters and Long-tailed Ducks. 
Most ducks were reported in decent numbers with counts 
of 380 Hooded Mergansers on the 29th at Sodus Bay by 
Brad Carlson and 5000 Red-breasted Mergansers on the 

6th at the Manitou Beach Overlook by Bob and Sue Spahn 
standing out. One Eurasian Wigeon report came out of the 
NMWMA. Robert Buckert and Nick Kachala found a rare 
hybrid Mallard x Northern Pintail at LaSalle’s Landing Park 
on the 19th. The same hybridization was observed at the 
same spot in the fall of 2020. No Harlequin Ducks or King 
Eiders were reported.  

    4. Nothing amazing stood out among the grebe num-
bers. A single report of Common Gallinule came out of the 
NMWMA. A flock of American Coot on Braddock Bay grew 
to a maximum of 320 in the first half of the month. A maxi-
mum of 127 Sandhill Cranes was reported from Olmstead 
Rd. in Savannah, with higher numbers just over the border 
into Region 3. Observers reported 12 species of shorebird, 
with most having average departure dates. A single Ameri-
can Golden-Plover was reported from the Northrup Creek 
mudflat on the south side of Long Pond on the 22nd-23rd. 
Three Purple Sandpipers were reported this month, one 
continuing at the East Spit from late October and two 
more towards the end of the month, more aligned with 
typical arrival dates.  

    5. Sodus Point stayed hot, with two more Pomarine Jae-
gers; the first on the 11th by Mike Gullo, Melissa Rowley, 
and Wade Rowley, and the second on the 29th by Elliot 
Ross and his fellow Cornell students. Birders along the 
lakeshore reported six Parasitic Jaegers, five of which on 
the 8th. Jim Miles observed the only report of Black Legged 
Kittiwake along the lakeshore in Hilton. The first Iceland 
Gulls showed up by the 24th. Michelle Gianvecchio had the 
highest count of Bonaparte’s Gull anywhere in the region 
with 300 from LaSalle’s Landing Park on the 28th. There 
were no reports of Little Gull or Glaucous Gull. 

   6. Andy Guthrie was treated to an impressive 1850 Com-
mon Loons sitting on the water off the Hamlin Beach lake-
watch on the 6th. The maximum count for Red-throated 
Loon was 188 on the 8th past Hamlin Beach as well. Ironde-
quoit Bay Park West hosted a late Great Egret on the 26th. 
A Great Egret was reported from the same location in the 
first half of December as well, so the 26th will not be the 
last for the year. Dave Kennedy reported the region’s only 
November Cattle Egret from Armitage Road on the 4th. It 
stayed through at least the next day.  

   7. The late Osprey at Braddock Bay first reported in Octo-
ber stayed until the 12th. Two parties independently identi-
fied a Northern Goshawk passing Braddock Bay on the 5th. 
Jim Kimball had the only report of Red-shouldered Hawk, 
two on the 26th from the Jones Bridge and Perry Road area 
in Leicester. One report of Northern Saw-whet Owl came 
from Owl Woods. One species of note, or perhaps note 
lack-of, was American Kestrel, with only 23 reports repre-
senting about 21 individuals. Merlin had about double the 
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reports of American Kestrel. A heavy amount conservatism 
must be given to differentiate what are considered differ-
ent birds, so these numbers are approximations. Regard-
less, this trend is the opposite of last year, where Kestrel 
was significantly up. Good thought experiment to think 
about possible explanations.  

   8. Our usual passerines and half-hardies were poorly rep-
resented. No late warbler reports showed up in the month-
ly download for November. The drop off of passerine diver-
sity was exchanged for some exciting irruptive visitors from 
the north: Bohemian Waxwings and Pine Grosbeaks. Sheryl 
Gracewski, Judy Massare, and Tom Nash were the first to 
report a Bohemian Waxwing from Whiting Road Nature 
Preserve on the 15th.  Andrew Garland reported as many as 
eight later the same day from the same location. The first 
Pine Grosbeak report came from Dave Tetlow in the Brad-
dock Bay area on the 14th. Cindy Kindle found three more 
at Webster Park on the 16th and scores of birders traveled 
from all over Western New York and beyond to see the 
(mostly) cooperative, uncommon visitors. Andy Guthrie 
had the maximum count for Red Crossbill with 17 on the 
5th moving past the Hamlin Beach lakewatch. Fox Sparrow 
was another species that showed well in November. Nate 
Ukens had the highest count with 14 from Mendon Ponds 
Park on the 14th, a place where an overwintering Fox Spar-
row or two is not unheard of. It will be interesting to see if 
these trends continue into the Christmas Bird Count sea-
son.  

   9.  Please submit reports to eBird, post them on genesee-
birds, and/or send them by the 5th of the month to Nick 
Kachala nicholaskach@gmail.com or 1141 Rush-Scottsville 
Rd. Rush, NY 14543 

Observers: Jim Adams, Janet Akin, Osvaldo Araya, Ted Bar-
nett, Mitchell Barry, BBBO (Andrea Patterson), Doug 
Beattie, Don Bemont, Linda Clark Benedict & Steve Bene-
dict, David Benvent, Mike Bergin, Lynn Bergmeyer, Barry 
Bermudez, Linda Birkel, Nancy Bloechl, Allan Bloom, John 
Boettcher, Terry Bohling, Lynn Braband, George Briggs, Joe 
Brin, Kyle Brock, David Brown, Mark Brown, Logan Brun-
ner, Bob Buckert, Sara Burch, Ken Burdick, Bruce Cady, 
Brad Carlson, Keigan Case, Nancy Casper, Denis & Judy 
Caysinger, Chris Chappell, Robert Cicotta, Richard Clark, 
Kelly Close, Jeremy Collison, Andrew Consler, Kathleen Dal-
ton, Willie D’Anna, Doug Daniels, Gregg Dashnau, Jayne 
Dean, Peggy Dempsey, Ted Drozdowski, Gordon Dutter, 
Diane Egan, Joe Fell, Debra Florio, George Ford, Jim Fry, 
Kyle Gage, Andrew Garland, Janis George, Jessica George, 
Michelle Gianvecchio, Candy Giles, Christopher Goetz, 
James Goetz, Kimber Godfrey, John Gordinier, Sheryl 
Gracewski, Kate Graham, Jane Graves, Jay Greenberg, Kev-
in Griffith, Ralph & Georgia Guenther, Michael Gullo, Car-
men Gumina, Andrew Guthrie, Bill Haake, Helen & Chris 

Haller, Kim Hartquist, Christina Hoh, Dick Horsey, Bill 
Howe, Linda Howes, Pam Inzinna, Carolyn Jacobs, Blaise 
Jenner, Alyssa Johnson, Nick Kachala, Amy Kahn, Laura & 
Paul Kammermeier, Annette Kalinoski, Jacob Kearney, Jim 
Kimball, Cindy Kindle, Evelyn Kirkwood, Kathy Kirsch, Renee 
Kittleman, Hans Kunze, Griffin & Michael Kutny, Michael 
Laird, Chris Lajewski, Tom Lathrop, Leona Lauster, Greg 
Lawrence, Gayle Lazoration, Tim Lenz, Joan Lindberg, Peg-
gy Mabb, Melissa Mance-Coniglio, Peggy Marces, Cindy 
Marino, Pat Martin, Donna Mason-Spier, Lauri Mattle, Ken-
neth McCarthy, Jacob McCartney, Jay McGowan, Mary 
McGreal, Ann McMican, Scott & Sophie Meagher, Steve 
Melcher, Jim Miles, Mark Miller, Megan Miller, Kent Mill-
ham, Phil Mills, Randi Minetor, Adrielle Mitchell, Ann 
Mitchell, Mary Moore, Celeste Morien, Brian & Brooke 
Morse, Linda Mott, Leah Mould, Sheila Mumpton, Kevin 
Murphy, Allen Nash, Ann Nash, Tom Nash, Rivka Noll, Da-
vid Odell, Michael Palermo, Gary Palmer, Andrea Patter-
son, Michael Peter, Joseph Petre, Steven Pitt, Norma Platt, 
Sandy Podulka, Jo Popma, Malise Prieto, Bill Purcell, Doug 
& Elizabeth Rabjohns, Carolyn Ragan, RBA Field Trips, Neal 
Reilly, Rosemary Reilly, Susan Roberts, Brian Rohrs, Victoria 
Rothman, Wade &  Melissa Rowley, Robert Ryan, Thomas 
Ryan, Kevin Rybczynski, Jennifer Rycenga, Jackie Salsbury, 
Michael Scheibel, Karl Schmidt, Mickey Scilingo, Shirley 
Shaw, Dominic Sherony, Rob Sielaff, Judy Slein, Dee Smith, 
Roger Smith, Tom & Pat Smith, Robert & Susan Spahn, 
Dave Spier, Kimberly Sucy, June Summers, Holley Sweeney, 
Stephen Taylor, Annette Teng, Mike & Joann Tetlow, 
Eunice Thein, Thaddeus Trzeciak, Nathan Ukens, Alison Van 
Keuren, Jeanne & Tom Verhulst, Matthew Voelker, Jules 
Wagner, Davey Walters, Mike Wasilco, Bridget Watts, Joe 
Wing, Jim Wood, Cecile & Morris Yarrow, Ryan Zucker. 
(There were 333 observers in the eBird download, up 
slightly from 327 in 2021) 

  2022 2021 10-year 

Average 
Species for Nov 154 146 156.6 

New for the year 2 1 4.4 

Total for the year to 

date 
297 296 290.7 
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